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such provisions as that in Article 19 in regard to coaling, which says of 
vessels of war " these vessels can take only sufficient fuel to enable them 
to reach the nearest port of their own country. They may on the other 
hand take the fuel necessary to fill up their bunkers, properly so called, 
when in neutral countries which have adopted this method of determin- 
ing the amount of fuel to be supplied." That this and other articles may 
conflict with existing international agreements, as with the treaty of 
Germany and Spain, is mentioned. Each article and the preamble re- 
ceives attention. There is brief reference to the application of the con- 
vention in the Turco-Italian War. A convenient list of neutrality laws, 
proclamations, etc., is appended, together with a selected bibliography. 
Such a treatise upon each of the Hague conventions would be very 
serviceable. 

Proyecto de Ley de Aplicacidn del Derecho International Privado. By 
Dr. Pedro Manuel Arcaya, Venezuelan Delegate to the Committee 
of Jurists in Charge of the Codification of American International 
Law, Minister of Interior of Venezuela. Caracas: Tipografia 
"Cosmos," 1915. pp. 25. 

The above is a draft law apparently intended to codify the Venezuelan 
application of private international law. The project is divided into four 
general heads or titles, and some general principles by way of preliminary 
provisions dealing with the laws which must have precedence as well 
as with the manner in which they shall be proved whenever private in- 
ternational law is to be applied, are stated in a preliminary title. 

Title first deals with persons in general: nationality and personal 
status, absence and presumption of death; marriage, divorce and sep- 
aration; filiation and adoption; administration and guardianship; foreign 
juridical persons. Title second deals with property, inheritance and 
gifts. Title third deals with contractual obligations in general and with 
certain contracts in particular. Title fourth deals with procedure: juris- 
diction, execution of judgments and letters rogatory. 

Some of the provisions of this code may serve perhaps as illustrations 
of the great difficulties which must be encountered by those endeavoring 
to codify the so-called American private international law. Take, for 
instance, Article 10 of this project, which provides: "The naturalization 
of a Venezuelan in a foreign country shall have no effect as regards the 
Republic." This provision can be very well regarded as a declaration of 
national policy, the result of theories prevailing in the majority of the 
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republics to the south of the Rio Grande. On the other hand, this doc- 
trine of the inability of a citizen to throw off his allegiance to his country 
has been the subject of much controversy in this country in days long 
past, when prior to any legislation on the subject by Congress there was 
some uncertainty and conflict of authority concerning the right of ex- 
patriation. The question first arose in 1795, when it was held that a 
citizen could not denationalize himself without the consent of his govern- 
ment. The general doctrine was, according to Story, J., that no one 
could by any act of his own, without the consent of his government, put 
off his allegiance, and become an alien. But there was, at that time, no 
legislation permitting expatriation. It was also held that the right of 
expatriation is fundamental and inherent, and of this same opinion were 
some State courts. The denial of the right of voluntary expatriation was 
somewhat inconsistent with the law of the United States providing for 
the naturalization of foreigners, the first of which was enacted in 1790. 

The question, however, was practically set at rest by the Act of July 26, 
1868 (15 U. S. Stats. 223; U. S. Rev. Stats., sec. 1899), where it is de- 
clared that the right of expatriation is a natural and inherent right of 
all people, and further that any decision of any officer of the government 
denying, restricting or impairing the right of expatriation is " inconsistent 
with the fundamental principles of this government. " And this language 
seems to be but little more than a legislative declaration of national 
policy. The absolute right of expatriation is now recognized as a settled 
doctrine of this country, and the conflict therefore is apparent. 

But in this great task of codifying American private international 
law, in which it will be necessary to harmonize so many opposing 
legal doctrines and declarations of national policy, it certainly will be 
of great help to have available individual codifications of it as applied in 
the different American Republics, and in this sense, as an endeavor to 
approach a simplification of this task, the project drafted by His Ex- 
cellency the Minister of Interior of Venezuela becomes of real impor- 
tance. 

Pedro Capo Rodriguez. 



